Student Sample:  Pre-reading #2

There is a difference if you own and rent an apartment or house.  Owning a house is much better because you get to do whatever you want in your house.  You can build another room to the house you own and more.  When you rent a house, you can’t do much, though it depends on what kind of rental it is.  When you are renting a place you have to really take care of it because it isn’t yours.  Renting a place isn’t better than owning one.  For example, if you break your window you would have to figure out a way to tell the landlord as soon as possible; if you own the house you would have to fix it yourself and you can do it whenever you want.  Then again, renting is better than owning a house because if you don’t like the house you can move whenever the contract says you can.  You can also do that with a house that’s yours, but it would be much harder.  What if no one wants to buy your house?  Then you can also put it up for rental, but where are you going to live? In a rental place?  Why would you want to go from your house to someone else’s place?  Renters, owners and homeless people are equal citizens in America because everyone is equal—at least America is supposed to be the land of freedom.  Really you can do whatever you want if you have the rights.  But people of color don’t seem to have as many rights as whites because some people treat whites as if they are better than everyone and as if they are much smarter.  So it’ like yes and no.  People should have the same rights and be equal, but they aren’t always treated that way.

Student Sample:  Pre-reading #3

The area of my life I am most free to do what I want to do is at school.  At home my mom always makes sure I do the right thing.  At church, you are there to praise God so you have to limit what you do.  Being a person of color, I always get the extra eye from people who don’t even know me.  With my age, I get to be free and go out anywhere as long as it’s around Oakland, but I still don’t get to stay out late and go places whenever I want to.  Since I am a girl, I have a lot expected from me.  I have to sit right, talk a certain way, and even dress a certain way.  Sometimes I want to be free and do what I want to do.  I would stay out as long as I want to.  I would go out on dates and have boyfriends.  Lastly, in your social class, you can do whatever fits your class.  For example, rich people can do whatever they want to do.  The more money, the more opportunity.  If you commit a crime, your wealth can cover it up.  I think that is the most difficult.  

Student Sample:  Pre-reading #4

Moving into a new house or apartment is very much like growing up.  You have to get used to your new surroundings.  When you move you have to buy new things and accessories to fit your new house or apartment.  As you grow up you need to buy new things and accessories to fit the new you.  Moving can be stressful.  Growing up is stressful.  When you decide to move you have to search for a place to live.  When you grow up and start to mature, you start to find yourself.  Your body starts to grow into a more adult appearance.  When you move, you have to make decisions.  You have to be responsible for your money, your home, and where you want to stay.  When becoming an adult, you have to be responsible for your body, your hygiene, schoolwork, housework and just plain taking care of yourself.

Student Sample:  Pre-reading #6

One of the times when I felt most out of place was when I was at church and it was Usher’s Annual Day.  I was a new usher and I felt proud about the fact that I was participating in something so extraordinary.  There were churches from all over and I had on a special uniform just for that one-day event.  We marched around the whole church and sat in our own pew by churches.  The leader of our usher board thought that everyone deserved a certificate for our own performance, so they gave everybody one.  All except me.  I sat there as she called name after name, certificate after certificate, wondering when my name would be called.  When she called the last name everyone clapped and she asked if she had forgotten anyone.  Everyone looked at me and said my name.  I was so embarrassed.  I wanted to hide under a blanket and never come out.  It just hurt to be in front of almost a hundred people and to be left out.  I clapped for everyone with pride, but no one had to clap for me.  Somehow they had forgotten my name and claimed to be sorry for it.  My mother was angry but to prevent any problems from her I held back my tears.  It wasn’t really a surprise to me because I always seem to be forgotten.  Personally, I am not a quitter but that day I vowed to never usher again and I quit the next practice. To me, an outcast is someone who is always forgotten.  

Student Sample:  Pre-reading #6

There was a time when people were looking at other people’s shoes and seeing how much they might have cost.  At the time, I had on the Payless shoes my mom had bought me for a present and I kind of felt embarrassed because almost everyone who went by had on name brand shoes.  I went another way to avoid what they had to say about my shoes.

I think outcast means to not be part of the crowd.  If someone doesn’t have typically the same thing as the crowd, people will notice it and will make them an outcast.  I think everyone has been an outcast before, even the people who are popular.  Maybe they went somewhere where there was no one that they knew and it might have made them feel alone and not so popular.  I don’t think society should have outcasts because no man is better than any other, not even the superstars on television.

Student Sample:  Pre-reading #8

What inspires me most in life is that I am the only girl in my family and I know that I am the one that is going to succeed in life.  I know I am going to help my family and I want them to keep believing in me.  I see myself being a writer and my parents being proud and happy because I am the one that went to college, even though I have a brother older than me and one younger.  I see a lot more opportunities for me in life and I see a lot of people buying my books and being proud of me.

I think that a lot of people are going to be jealous of what I am going to become and that they are not going to want me to be successful and be someone important and famous in life.  I know that I have enemies right at this point in my life, just because I can do whatever I think is good for me and what I propose to do.  I know I am going to be whatever I want to be and what I think I can do, but for that I have to be smart and go the right way.

I plan to do all the things that I can to succeed and go to college.  I’m not going to listen to what my friends or some family members might say because I knew that they don’t care about the things that are good or bad for me.  I know that I should only listen to my parents and brothers because they are the only ones who care for my future.  They want the best for me.  I want to show them that I can do whatever I propose to do in life.  My parents know that I am the one who is going to help them, my little brother and my older brother that never finished school.

